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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 04195 151034Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SAB-02 EUR- 12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
EB-08 10-14 /103W 

116625 151038Z/17 

O 151030Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6156 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS TOKYO 04195 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, PN 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF CANAL TREATIES 

REF: STATE 061859 

FONOFF ISSUED FOLLOWING STATEMENT MARCH 14: 

QUOTE: AS A MAJOR USER OF THE PANAMA CANAL, JAPAN HAS 
GREAT INTEREST IN THE FUTURE OF THE CANAL. IN THIS 
REGARD, THE PRIME MINISTER SENT A MESSAGE OF CONGRATULA- 
TIONS LAST SEPTEMBER TO THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC 
OF PANAMA ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE NEW 
TREATIES BY BOTH COUNTRIES. JAPAN CONTINUES TO FOLLOW 
THIS MATTER WITH INTEREST. JAPAN WELCOMES THE NEW 
TREATIES AS THEY WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE MAINTENANCE AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME TRAFFIC BY ENSURING 
EQUAL AND INDISCRIMINATOR Y PASSAGE TO ALL NATIONS. 
UNQUOTE. SHERMAN 
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